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For several weeks to come, our pages must be 
appropriated to the publication and record of in- 
teresting papers, domestic and foreign--of which 
we have a very valuable stock on hand. We shall 
publish some of the laws passed at the late session 
of congress. 

Froripa. Although we have published the Flo- 
rida treaty, we shall re-insert it, together with its 
explanations, &c. about the grants of lands, as late- 
ly ratified by the president and senate of the United 
States. | 

An interesting account of this country has just 
appeared in the Charleston Courier, which we have 
laid off for publication. I[t appears capable of fur- 
nishing most of the products of the West Indies, 
and, no doubt, will soon receive a great augmenta- 
tion of inhabitants: but we value its possession 
more as relieving us of bad neighbors, and on ac- 
count of its harbors, for the defence of our southern 
frontier. 

Tae PRESIDENT’S sreEcH. We have the pleasure 
to publish Mr. Monroe’s speech on his second inau- 
guration, as president of the United States. Itisa 
very interesting article; and, though it does not go 
so far as some wished, or others believe that the state 
of the,country requires, there is evidence in it of a 
disposition to rest upon our own resources, which, 
we hope, will be favorably received. 











Foretcn news. It appears that the allied kings 
are taking «a very high ground. ‘Their intentions 
are Clearly developed—the object of an alliance, 
impiously called “holy,” is to keep the people in 
chains. They summoned the old king of Naples to 
appear before them to give an account of himself, 
and he obeyed, as perhaps it was most prudent that 
he should do so, though the act was derogatory to 
him. ‘They have also ordered the king of Spain to 
appear—but we are glad to-understand that the 
cortes have declared that he shall not leave the 
kingdom. England and France, though really par- 
tres tothis conspiracy of kings, appear to act with 
considerable caution. Neither of these powers ma- 
nifest aidisposition to meddie directly with the affairs 
of Spain or Naples, though each of them has refused 
to receive the new ministers from the latter. The 


| Pennsylvania, the defendant a citizen of Tennessee. 
The action was brought upon a promissory note 
indorsed by the defendant. The note was drawn 
by a citizen of Tennessee, in favor of the defen- 
dant: and the question was, whether the drawer 
and endorser, being citizens of the same state, the 
holder could sue the endorser in a court of the 
United States 

The question turned upon the 6th section of the 
judiciary act. 

The court decided in favor of the jurisdiction. 
March2. Mr. justice Johnson delivered the opi- 
nion of the courtin the case of Anderson vs, Dunn, 
(argued by Mr. Hall for the plaintiff, and by the at- 
torney generaland Mr. Jones for the defendant,) 
in which the judgment of the court below was at- 
firmed; and this court decided, that the warrant is. 
sued by the speaker of the house of representa- 
tives was a lawful authority, which justified the de- 
fendant in arresting and imprisoning the, plaintiff. 

March 3. Mr. chief justice Marshall delivere«! 
the opinion of the court in the case of Cohens vs. 
The State of Virginia, wpon the motion made by 
Mr. Barbour to dismiss the writ of error, argued 
by that gentleman and Mr. Smyth for the defendant 
in error, and by Mr. Ogden and Mr. Pinckney for 
the plaintiff in error. The court sustained its ju- 
risdiction, upon the ground that this court posses- 
ses an appellate jurisdiction from the final judg- 
ment of the highest court oflaw or equity of a state 
having jurisdiction of the particular cause, althougit 
such state may be a party to the cause as defen- 
dant in error, where is drawn in question the vali- 
dity ofan authority, &c. exercised under the con- 
stitution, laws, and treaties of the United States, 
and the decision of the state court Is against the 
validity of the autherity, &c. claimed under the 
constitution, &c. 

March 5. Mr. chief justice Marshall delivered 
the opinion of the court in the case of Cofens vs. 
The State of Virginia, that the corporation. of the 
city of Washington had no right, under the act of 
congress authorizing lotteries in that city, to sell 
the ticketsin any state of the union, by the laws of 
which the sale of tickeis, not authorized by an act 
of the state Jegislature, are prohibited. The 
court deemed it unnecessary, in the present case, 
toexpress any opinion whether congress could or 
could not legalize the sale of tickets throughout 


Portuguese have lately published a spirited mani-|the union, of a lottery established in the district of 


Festo to the sovereigns and nations of Europe. 





ConstiTitionaL questions. It will be seen by 
a reference to the proceedings of the supreme 
court, inserted below, that the great question to 
which the state of Virginia was a party, has been 
decided unfavorably to the opinion entertained by 
the legislature of that state, as to the jurisdiction 
of the court; but in the matter as to the right to dis. 
pose of “National lottery tickets,’ within the states 
which have laws to regulate lotteries and which 
gave rise to the controversy, the dignity of the 
state laws has been maintained. 





SUPREME COURT. 


An interesting question, of 


Columbia, if the legislative will jrad been express- 
ed to that effect. The judgment of the state 
court was therefore affirmed. 








Inaugural Speech. 
On Monday last, the 5th of March, in the great 
hall of the house of representatives, which was 
completely filled with people, chief justice Mar- 
shall, administered the oath of office to Mr. Mon- 
roe, previous to his entering upon the duties of 
his second term of service as president of the U. 
States: After which he delivered the following 
speech: 
Felloz citizens—1 shall not attemnt to describe 


general importance, was decided bycourt, in Young|the grateful emotions which the new and very dis- 


°3. Bryan. 
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The plaintiffs below were citizens of|tinguished proof of the confidence of iny fellow 
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citizens, evinced by my re-election to this high 
trust, has excited in my bosom. The approbation 
which it announces of my conduct, in the preced- 
ing term, affords me a consolation which I shall 
profoundly feel through life. ‘he general accord 
with which it has been expressed, adds to the great 
and never-ceasing obligations which it imposes. 
To merit the continuance of this good opinion, 
and to carry it with me into my re*irement, as the 
solace of advancing years, will be the object of my 
most zealous and unceasing efforts. 

Having no pretension to the high and command- ' 
ing claims of my predecessors, whose names are so 
much more conspicuously identified with our revo- 
lution, and who contributed so pre-eminently to 
promote its success, I consider myself rather as the 
mstrument than the cause of the union which has 
prevailed in the late election. Insurmounting, in 
favor of my humble pretensions, the difficulties 
which so often produce division in like occurrences, 
it is obvious that other powerful causes, indicating 
the great strength and stability of our union, have 
essentially contributed to draw you together. That 
these powerful causes exist, and that they are per- 
manent, is my fixed opinion: that they may produce 
a like accord in all questions, touching, however 
remotely, the liberty, prosperity, and happiness, of 
eurcountry, will always be the object of my most 
fervent prayers to the Supreme Author of all good. 

Ina government which is founded by ile people, 
who possess exclusively the sovereignty, it seems 
proper that the person who my be placed by their 
suffragesin this high trust, should declare, on com- 
mencing its duties, the principles on which he in- 
tends to conduct the administration. Ifthe person, 
thus elected, has served the preceding term, an 
opportunity is afforded him to review its principal | 
occurrences, and to give such further explanation 
respecting them as, in his judgment, may be useful 
to his constituents. The events of one year have 
influence on those of another; and, in like manner, 
of a preceding on the succeeding administration. 
The movements of a great nation are connected in 
all their parts. If errors have been committed, 
they ought to be corrected; if the policy is sound, 
it ought to be supported. It is by a thorough 
knowledge of the whole subject that our fellow- 
citizens are enabled to judge correctly of the past, 
and to give a proper direction to the future. 

Just befere the commencement of the last term, 
the United States had concluded a war with a 
very powerful nation, on conditions equal and ho- 
norable to both parties. The events of that war 
are too recent, and too deeply impressed on the 
memory of all, to require a development from me. 
Our commerce had been, ina great measure, driven 
from the sea; our Atlantic and inland frontiers were 
invaded in almost every part; the waste of life along 
our coast, and on some parts of our inland frontiers, 
to the defence of which our gallant and patrictic 
citizens were called, was immense; in addition to 
which, not less than one hundred and twenty mil- 
lions of dollars were added at its end to the public 
debt. 

As soon as the war had terminated, the nation, 
admonished by its events, resolved to place itself 
in a situation, which should be better calculated to 
prevent the recurrence of a like evil, and, in case 
it should reeur, to mitigate its calamities. With 
this view, after reducing our Jand force to the basis 
of a peace establishment, which has been further 
modified since, provision was made for the con- 
struction of fortifications at proper points, through 


tation of our naval force, as should be well adapt- 
ed to both purposes. The iaws, making this pro- 
vision, were passed in 1815 and 16, and it has been 
since, the constant effort of the executive, to carry 
them into effect. 

The advantage of these fortifications, and of an 
augmented naval force, in the extent contemplated, 
in point of economy, has been fully illustrated, by 
a report of the board of engineers and naval com- 
missioners, lately communicated to congress, by 
which it appears, that in an invasion by twenty 
thousand men, with a correspondent naval force, in 
a Campaign of six months only, the whole expense 
of the construction of the works would be defray- 
ed by the difference in the sum necessary to main- 
tain the force which would be ad equate to our de- 
fence with thé aid of those works, and that which 
would be incurred without them. The reason of 
this dtiference is obvious. If fortifications are ju- 
diciously placed on our great inlets, as distant from 
our cities, as circumstances will permit, they will 
form the only points of attack, and the enemy wilt 
be detained there by asmall regular force, a suffi- 
cient time to enable our militia to collect, and re- 
pair to that on which the attack ismade. A force 
adequate to the enemy, collected at that single 
point, with suitable preparation for such others as 
might be menaced, is_all that would be requisite. 
But, if there were no fortificati. ns, then the enemy 
might go where he pleased, and, changing his po- 
sition, and sailing from place to place, our force 
must be called out and spread in vast numbers 
along the whole coast, and on both sides of every 
bay and river, as high up in each as it might be na- 
vigable for ships of war. By these fortifications, 
supporied by our navy, to which they would afford 
like support, we should present to other powers, 
an armed front from St. Croix to the Sabine, which 
would protect, in the event of war, our whole coast 
and interior from invasion; and even in the wars of 
other powers, in which we were neutral, they 
would be found eminently useful, as, by keeping 
their public ships at adistance from our cities, peace 
and orderin them would be preserved, and the go- 
vernment be protected from insult. 

It need scarcely be remarked, that these mea- 
sures have not been resorted toin a spirit of hosti- 
lity to other powers. Such a disposition does not 
exist towards any power. Peace and good will 
have been, and will hereafter be, cultivated with 
all, and by the most faithful regard to justice. They 
have been dictated by a love of peace, of economy, 
and an earnest desire to save the lives of our fel- 
low-citizens from that destruction, and our country 
from that devastation, which are inseparable from 
war, when it finds us unprepared forit. Itis be- 
heved, and experience has shown, that sucbd a pre- 
paration is the best expedient that can be resorted 
to, to prevent war. I add, with much pleasure, 
that considerable progress has already been made 
in these measures of defence, and that they will 
be completed ina few years, considering the great 
extent and importance of the object, if the plan 
be zealously and steadily persevered in. 

The conduct of the government, in what relates 
to foreign powers, is always an object of the highest 
importance to the nation. Its agriculture, com- 
merce, manufactures, fisheries, revenue; in short, 
its peace, may all be affected by it. Attention is, 
therefore, due to this subject. 

At the period adverted to, the powers of Eu- 
rope, after having been engaged in long and de- 
structive wars with each other, had concluded a 
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ower with whom we had been engaged, had also 
faae concluded. The war between Spain and the 
coloniesin South America, which had commenced 
many years before, was then the only conflict that 
remained unsettled. This being acontest between 
different parts of the same community, in which 
other powers had not interfered, was not affected 
by their accommodations. 

This contest was considered, at an early stage, 
by my predecessor, a civil war, in which the par- 
ties were entitled to equal rights in our ports. 
Yhis decision, the first made by any power, being 
formed on great consideration of the comparative 
strength and resourcés of the parties, the length 
of time, and successful opposition made by the co- 
Jonies, and of all other circumstances on which it 
ought to depend, was in strict accord with the law 
of nations. Congress has invariably acted on this 
principle, having made no change in our relations 
with either party. Our attitude has, therefore, 
been that of neutrality between them, which has 
been maintained by the government with the strict- 
est impartiality. No aid has been afiorded to either, 
por has any privilege been enjoyed by the one, 
which has not been equally open to the other 
party; and every exertion has been made in its 
power, to enforce the execution of the laws pro- 
hibiting illegal equipments, with equal rigor against 
both. 

By this equality between the parties, their pub- 
lic vessels have been received in our ports on the 
same footing; they have enjoyed an equal right to 
purchase and export arms, munitions of war, and 
every other supply—the exportation of all articles 
whatever, being permitted under laws which were 
passed long before the commencement of the eon- 
test; our citizens have traded equally with boti, 
‘and their commerce with each has been alike pro- 
tected by the government. 

Respecting the attitude which it may be proper 
tor the United States to maintain hereafter between 
the parties, I have no hesitation in stating it as my 
opinion, that the neutrality heretofore observed, 
siiould still be adhered to. From the change in 
the government of Spain, and the negociation now 
depending, invited by the cortes and accepted by 
the colonies, it may be presumed that their differ- 
ences will be settled on the terms proposed by the 
colonies. Should the war be continued, the Unit- 
ed States, regarding its occurrences, will always 
have it in their power to adopt such measures re- 
specting it, as their honor and interest may require. 

Shortly after the general peace, a band of adven- 
turers took advantage of this conflict, and of the 

facility which it afforded, to establish a system of 
buccaneering in the neighboring seas, to the great 
annoyance of the commerce of the United States, 
and, as was represented of that of other powers.— 
Of this spirit, and of its injurious bearing on the 
United States, strong proois were afforded, by the 
establishment at Amelia Island, and the purposes 
to which it was made instrumental, by this band in 
1817, and by the occurrences which teok place in 
other parts of Florida, in 1818, the details of which, 
in both instances, are too well known to require to 
be now recited. Iam satisfied, had a less decisive 
course been adopted, that the worst consequences 
would have resulted from it. We have seen that 
these checks, decisive as they were, were not sufhi- 
cient to crush that piratical spirit. Many culprits, 
brought within our limits, have been condemned 
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subject them, by a fair interpretation of the iaw, 
to its censure. It belongs to the executive not to 
suffer the executions, under these decisions, to 
transcend the great purpose for which punishment 
is necessary. ‘he full benefit of example being 
secured, policy, as well as humanity, equally for- 
bids that they should be carried further. 1 have 
acted on this: principle, pardoning those who ap- 
pear to have been led astray by ignorance of the 
criminality of the acts they had committed, and 
suffering the law to take effect on those only, in 
whose favor, no extenuating circumstances could 
be urged. 

Great confidence is entertained, that the late 
treaty with Spain, which has been ratified by both 
the parties, and the ratifications whereof have been 
exchanged, has placed the relations of the two 
countries on a basis of permanent friendship. The 
provision made by it for such of our citizens as have 
claims on Spain, of the character described, will, 
itis presumed, be very satisfactory to them; and 
the boundary which is established between the ter- 
ritories of the parties, westward of the Mississippi, 
heretofore in dispute, has, it is thought, been set- 
tled on conditions just and advantageous to both. 
But, to the acquisition of Florida, too much im- 
portance cannot be attached. It secures to the 
United States a territory important in itself, and 
whose importance is much increased by its bear- 
ing on many of the highest interests of the union. 
li opens to several of the neighbouring states a free 
passage to tle ocean, through the province ceded, 
by several rivers, having their sources high up 
within their limits. It secures us against all future 
annoyance from powerful Indian tribes. It gives 
us several excellent barbors in the Gulf of Mexico 
for ships of war of the largest size. It covers, by 
its position in the Gulf, the Mississippi and other 
great waters within our extended limits, and there- 
by enables the United States to afford complete 
protection to the vast and very valuable produc- 
tions of our whole western country, which find a 
market through those streams. 

By a treaty with the British government, bearing 
date on the twentieth of October, one thousand 
eight hundred and eighteen, the convention regu- 
lating the commerce between the United States 
and Great Britain, concluded on the third of July, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, which was 
j}about expiring, was revived and continued for the 
term of ten years from the time of its expiration. 
| By that treaty, also,the differences which had ari- 
sen under the treaty of Ghent, respecting the right 
claimed by the United States for their citizens, to 
take and cure fish on the coast of his Britannic ma- 
jesty’s dominions in America, with other differen- 
ces on important interests, were adjusted, to the 
satisfaction of both parties. "Jo agreement has 
yet been entered into respecting the commerce 
between the United States and the British domi- 
nions inthe West Indies, and on this continent. 
The restraints imposed on that commerce by Great 
Britain, and reciprocated by the United States, on 
a principle of defence, continue still in force. 

‘Uhe negociation with France for the regulation 
of the commercial relations between the two coun- 
tries, which, in the course of the last summer, had 
been commenced at Paris, has sinte been transfer- 
red to this city, and willbe pursued, on the part of 
the United States, in the spirit of conciliation, and 
with an earnest desire that it may terminate in an 





to suffer death, the punishment due to that atroci- 
_ crime. The decisions of upright and enligh- 
‘cned tribunals fall equally on all, whose crimes 


| arrangement satisfactory to both purties. 
| Our relations with the Barbary powers are pre- 
| servedin the same state, and by the same means, 
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that were employed when I came into office. As 
early as 1801, it was found necessary to send a 
squadron into the Mediterranean, for the protec- 
tion of our commerce, and no period has interven- 
ed, ashort term excepted, when it was thought 
advisable to withdraw it. The great interest which 
the United States haveinthe Pacific, in commerce 
and in the fisheries, have also made it necessary to 
Maintain a naval force there. In disposing of this 
force, in both instances, the most effectual mea- 
sures in our power have been taken, without inter- 
fering with its other duties, for the suppression of 
the slave trade, and of piracy, in the neighboring 
seas. 

The situation of the United States, in regard to 
their resources, the extent of their revenue, and 
the facility with which it is raised, affords a most 
gratifying spectacle. The payment of nearly six- 
ty-seven millions of dollars of the public debt, with 
the great progress made in measures of defence, 
and in other improvements of various kinds, since 
the late war, are conclusive proofs of this extraor- 
dinary prosperity, especially when it is recollected 
that these expenditures have been defrayed, with- 
outa burthen on the people, the direct tax and ex- 
cise having been repealed soon after the conclu- 
sion of the late war, and the revenue applied to 
these great objects having been raised ina manner 
notto be felt. Our great resources, therefore, re- 
main untouched, for any purpose which may affect 
the vitalinterests of the nation. For all! such pur- 
poses they are inexhaustible. They are more es- 
pecially to be found in the virtue, patriotism, and 
intelligence, of our fellow-citizens, and in the de- 
votion with which they would yield up, by any just 
measure of taxation, all their property, in support 
of the rights and honor of their country. 

Under the present depression of prices, affect- 
ing all the productioi:s of the country, and every 
branch of industry proceeding from causes explain- 
ed on a former occasion, the revenue has conside- 
rably diminished; the effect of which has been to 
compel congress either to abandon these great 
measures ot defence or to resort to loans or inter- 
nal taxes, to supply the deficiency. On the pre- 
sumption that this depression, and the deficiency 
in the revenue arising from it, would be tempo- 
rary, loans were authorised for the demands ofthe 
last and present year. Anxious to relieve my fel- 


low-citizens in 1817, from every burthen which| 


could be dispensed with, and the state of the trea- 
sury permitting it, [recommended the repeal of 
the internal taxes, knowing that such relief was 
then peculiarly necessary, in consequence of the 
great exertions made in the late war. I made that 
recommendation under a pledge that, should the 
public exigencies require a recurrence to them at 
any time while I remained in this trust, 1 would, 
with equal promptitude, perform the duty which 
would then be alike incumbent on me. By the ex- 
periment now making it will be seen, by the next 
session of congress, whether the revenue shall 
have been so augmented as to be adequate to all 
these necessary purposes. Should the deficiency 
stiilcontinue, and especially should it be probable 
that it would be permanent, the course to be pur- 
sued appears to me to be obvious. I am satisfied 
that, under cevtain circumstances, loans may be re- 
sorted to with great advantage. Jam equally well 
satisfied, as a general rule, that the demands of 
the current year, especially in time of peace, should 
be provided for by the revenue of that year. I 
have never dreaded, nor have I ever shunned, in 
any situation mm which I have been placed, making 





appeals to the virtue and patriotism of my fellow” 
citizens, well knowing that they could never be 
made in vain, especially in times of great emergen- 
cy, or for purposes of high national importance. 
Independently of the exigency of the case, many 
considerations af great weight urge a policy having 
in view a provision of revenue to meet, to a certain 
extent, the demands of the nation, without relying 
altogether on the precarious resource of foreign 
commerce. Iam satisfied that internal duties and 
excises, with corresponding imposts on foreign ar- 
ticles of the same kind, would, without imposing - 
any serious burthens on the people, enhance the 
price of produce, promote our manufactures, and 
augment the revenue, at the same time that they 
made it more secure and permanent. 

The care of the Indian tribes within our hmits, 
has long been an essential part of our system, but, 
unfortunately, it has not been executed in a man- 
ner to accomplish all the objects intended by it.— 
We have treated them as independent nations, with- 
out their having any substantial pretension to that 
rank. ‘The distinction has flattered their pride, 
retarded their improvement, and, in many instan- 
ces, paved the way to theirdestruction. The pro- 
gress of our settlements westward, supported, as 
they are, by adense population, has constantly driv- 
en them back, with almost the total sacrifice of the 
lands which they have been compelled to abandon, 
They have claims on the magnanimity, and, I may 
add, on the justice of this nation, which we must all 
fee). We should become their real benefactors; 
we should perform the office of their Great Father, 
the endearing title which they emphatically give 
to the chief magistrate of our union. Their sove- 
reignty over vast territories should cease, in lieu of 
which, the right of soil should be secured to each 
individual, and his posterity, in competent portions, 
and, for the territory thus ceded by each tribe, 
some reasonable equivalent should be granted, to 
be vested in permanent funds for the support of 
civil government over them, and for the education 
of their children, for their instruction in the arts of 
husbandry, and to provide sustenance for them un- 
til they could provide it for themselves. My ear- 
nest hope is, that congress will digest some plan, 
founded on these ‘principles, with such improve. 
ments as their wisdom may suggest, and carry it 
into effect as soon as it may be practicable. 

Europe is again unsettled, and the prospect of 
war increasing. Should the flame light up, in any 
quarter, how far it may extend, it is impossible to 
foresee. Itis our peculiar felicity to be altogether 
unconnected with the causes which produce this 
menacing aspect elsewhere. With every power, 
we are in perfect amity, and if is our interest to re- 
main so, if it be practicable, on just conditions. [I 
see no reasonable cause to apprehend variance with 
any power, unless it proceed from a violation of 
our maritime rights. In these contests, should they 
occur, and to whatever extent they may be carried, 
we shall be neutral; but, as a neutral power, we 
have rights which it is our duty to maintain. For 
light injuries, it will be incumbent on us to seek 
redress in a spirit of amity, in full confidence that, 
injuring none, none would, Knowingly, injure us.— 
For more imminent dangers we should be prepared, 
and it should always be recollected, that such pre- 


| paration, adapted to the circumstances, and sanc- 


tioned by the judgment and wishes of our consti. 
tuents, cannot fail to have a good effect, in averting 
dangers of every kind. We should recollect, also, 
that the Season of peace is beat adapted to these 


preparations. 
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If we turn our attention, fellow-citizens, more | 
immediately to the internal concerns of our coun- 
try, and more especially to those on which its fu-, 
ture welfare depends, we have every reason to an- 
ticipate the happiest results. [t is now rather more 
than forty-four years since we declared our indepen- 
dence, and thirty-seven since it was acknowledged. 
The talents and virtues which were displayed in 
that great struggle, were a sure presage of all that 
has since followed. A people, who were able to 
surmount, in their infant state, such great perils, 
would be more competent, as they rose into man- 
hood, to repel any which they might meet in their 
progress. Their physical strength would be more 
adequate to foreign danger, and the practice of 
seli-government, aided by the light of experience, 
could not fail to produce an effect, equally saluta- 
ry, on all those questions connected with the inter- 
nal organization. These favorable anticipations 
have beenrealized. In our whole system, national 
and state, we have shunned all the defects which 
unceasingly preyed on the vitals, and destroyed the 
ancient republics. In them, there were distinct 
orders, a nobility and a people, or the people go- 
verned in one assembly. Thus, in the one instance, 
there was a perpetual conflict between the orders 
in society for the ascendancy, in which the victory 
of either terminated in the overthrow of the gov- 
ernment, and the ruin of the state. In the other, 
in which the people governed in a body, and whose 
dominions seldom exceeded the dimensions of a 
county in one of our states, a tumultuous and 
disorderly movement, permitted only a transitory 
existence. In this great nation, there is but one 
order, that of the peopie, whose power, by a pecu- 
liarly happy improvement of the representative 
principle, is transferred from them without impair. 
ing, in the slizghest degree, their sovereignty, to 
bodies of their own creation, and to persons elect- 
ed by themselves, in the full extent necessary for 
all the purposes of free, enlightened, and efficient 
government. The whole system is elective, the 
complete sovereignty being in the people, and ev- 
ery officer, in every department, deriving his au- 
thority from, and being responsible to them for his 
conduct. 

Our career has corresponded with this great out- 
line. Perfection in our organization could not have 
been expected in the outset, either in the national 
or state governments, or in tracing the line between 
their respective powers. But no serious conflict 
has arisen, nor any contest, but such as are managed 
by argument, and by a fair appeal to the good sense 
of the people; and many of the defects, which ex- 
perience had clearly demonstrated, in both govern- 
ments, have been remedied. By steadily pursuing 
this course, in this spirit, there is every reason to 
believe that our system will soon attain the highest 
degree of perfection, of which human institutions 
are capable, and that the movement, in all its 
branches, will exhibit such a degree of order and 
harmony, as to command the admiration and re- 
spect of the civilized world. 

Our physical attainments have not been less emi- 
nent. Twenty-five years ago the river Mississippi 
was shut up, and our western brethren had no out- 
Jet for their commerce. What has been the pro- 
gress since that time? The river has not only be- 
come the property of the United States from its 
source to the ocean, with all its tributary streams, 
(with the exception of the upper part of the Red 
river only), but Louisiana, with a fair and liberal 
boundary on the western side, and the Floridas on 
the eastern, have been ceded to us. The United 





States now enjoy the complete and uninterrupted 
sovereignty over the whole territory from St. Croix 
to the Sabine: New states, settled trom among 
ourselves, in this, and in other paris, have been 
admitted into our union, in equal participation in 
the national sovereignty with the original states. 
Our population has augmented in an astonishing 
degree, and extended in every direction. We now, 
fellow-citizens, comprise within our limits the di- 
mensions and faculties of a great power, under a 
government possessing all the energies of any go- 
vernment ever known to the old world, with an 
utter incapacity to oppress the people. 

Entering, with these views, the office which I 
have just solemnly sworn to execute with fidelity, 
and to the utmost of my ability, 1 derive great sa- 
tisfaction from a knowledge that I shall be assisted 
in the several departments by the very enlightened 
and upright citizens, from whom I have received so 
much aid in the preceding term. With full confi- 
dence in the continuance of that candor, and gener- 
ous indulgence, from my fellow-citizens, at large, 
which I have heretofore experienced, snd, with a 
firm reliance on the protection of Almighty God, I 
shall forthwith commence the duties of the high 
trust to which you have called me. 


‘ net, tide 
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North West Coast. 


FROM THE NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER, JAN. 25, 


Senate Chamber, Jan. 20, 1821. 
Messrs. Gales && Seaton—The enclosed commu- 
nication, which I have received from Mr. Robinson, 
I take the liberty of forwarding to you, with a re- 
quest, that you will insert it in the National Intelli- 
gencer. The important information it contains, 
will, 1 am persuaded, be highly acceptable to your 
readers. : 
Ihave the honor to be, very respectfully, 
JNO. H. EATON. 


Washington City, Jan. 15, 1821. 

Since the invention of the mariners’ compass, 
and the improvements in ship-buildi. 2, voyages of 
discovery have veen undertaken and executed un- 
der the auspices of several nations. ‘The result 
may be considered of the highest importance to 
the human race. 

The discovery and settlement of the American 
continent, by a civilized people, forms am epoch 
in historic annals, more interesting te the family 
of mankind, than any we have upon record. 

Although the nations of Europe have made, and 
are still making, efforts to obtain a correct know- 
ledge of the coasts of the new world, yet much re- 
mains to be done; and we humbly think that the 
fame and interests of the republic of the U. States 
are as deeply involved in this subject, as any other 
nation in the civilized world. 

As yet, we are indebted for our knowledge of 
the continent of America, to other nations than 
our own. Among the celebrated navigators who 
occupy 2 distinguished place in history, Cook, An- 
son, Vancouver, &c. are the boast of England, and 
reflect immortal honor on the sovereigns and en- 
lightened statesmen who patronized their voyages. 

France speaks with pride of her enterprising 
Peyrouse.. The measures she adopted to ascer- 
tain his fate, as well as the sympathy of mankind, 
for the loss of so able a navigator, evince the high 
regard in which his character and talents were 
held. 

The Portuguese and Spaniards, as well a3 the 
Dutch and Russians, have emulated each other in 

























































NILES’ REGISTER---MARCH 10, 1821---NORTH WEST COAST. 








equipping expeditions for the circumnavigation of 
the globe, and more particularly, for exploring the 
north-west coast of America. 

The discoveries of Cook, on the North-West 
Coast, were of limited extent, nor had he time to 
py acy with. precision, even those parts which he 
did visit, 

Peyrouse was in a similar situation with Cook; 
he passed merely in view of the coast, but was 
varely able to approach it, in consequence of foggy 
weather. His observations chiefly apply to the 
Port des Francaise, (at which place he delayed 
some time) anc to the rest of the coast as far south 
as Monterey; but, even that space, he had scarcely 
any communication with the shore. 

Cook, after leaving the Sandwich Islands, pro- 
ceeded forthe N. W. Coast, and made the land in 
latitude 44, north, and thence went to Nootka, but 
even Cook gives us little or no information of the 
coast. 

A navigater of the name of Dixon, has given us 
‘some loose and generai accounts upon the subject; 
but, as he was a mere fur trader, and only visited 
those places where peltry of the best quality could 
be procured, we derive little information from him. 

The viceroy of Mexico, in the year 1775, order- 
ed three small vessels, with experienced naviga- 
tors, to proceed from the port of San Blas, and to 
explore the North West Coast. Obstinate winds, 
and foggy weather, prevented them from making 
any observations until they reached lat. 41, north, 
where they entered a port which they called Tri- 
nity. 

They extol, in extravagant language, the beauty 
ofthe country, and its benign climate. ‘They pro- 
ceeded from Trinity to lat. 474 north, and mention 
having found there an excellent port. From thence 
they went as far north as 58, but made very super- 
ficial examinations of the coast. They touched, on 
their return voyage, at Port St. Francis, in lat. 38, 
18, near which they entered a large bay, well shel- 
tered from the north and south-west, and where 
they saw the mouth of a large river, but had not 
time to explore it. 

They returned to San Blas in October 1775, with- 
out having made any discoveries that merit parti- 
cular notice, | 

Another expedition sailed from San Blasin 1779, 
-and proceeded as far north as 60, but returned 
without making any important discoveries. Indeed, 
from the imperfect manner those expeditions were 
equipped, and the want of skill in those who con- 
ducted them, much was not to be expected. 

Vancouver’s voyage has afforded additional lights 
on the subject, but they are better calculated to 
awaken, than to satisfy curiosity; and, indeed, he, 
as well as all preceding navigators on the N. W. 
coast of America, have entirely neglected the ex- 
amination of that part of the coast, which most par- 
ticularly interests the United States: (allude to the 
space between lat. 42 and 49. It is that part of the 
coast to which the present observations are prin- 
cipally intended to apply. 


Should a voyage of discovery be undertaken by | 


the government of the United States, on the prin. 
ciples hereafter suggested, J hope the whole coast, 
from lat. 42 to the highest latitude of practical na- 
vigatiomon the N. W. coast, will be accurately ex- 
plored. Because I feel well assured that such an 
undertaking would not only redound to the fame 
of our country, and to that of the individuals en- 
trusted with the enterprize, but would produce in- 
calculable advantages to the commerce and pros- 
perity of the United States, 


es 
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In looking over the best map of Mexico, and the 
N. W, coast of America, we find that frem lat. 42, . 
to the mouth of Columbia river, and tothe straits 
of Juan de Fuca, the whole coast is represented as 
destitute of any good bays; and no river of any 
consequence, except the Columbia, is laid downina 
the charts. This may, insome degree, be account. 
ed for, from the circumstances before suggested, 
that the coast has never been closely examined; 
but the following facts will show, that the coast in 
question, is worthy of the serious and prompt atten- 
tion of our government, 

During the time I remained in Mexico, in 1816, 
a copy of an important manuscript was furnished 
me by one of the revolutionary chiefs, for the ex. 
press purpose of being communicated to our gov- 
ernment. ‘this document, as well as my other pa- 
pers, was lost, by the circumstances which are de- 
tailed in my volume of the Memoirs of the Mexi- 
can Revolution; but the important contents of the 
papers in question, are still fresh in my recollec- 
tion. 

The Spaniards have several missionary establish - 
ments on the coast of Old and New California, 
whence one or two friars are annually dispatched 
to the interior of the country to convert the In- 
dians to the Christian doctrine, and to obtain topo- 
graphical information of those regions. Some of 
those friars were men of great enterprize and per- 
severance, and have displayed, in their reports, 
much profound observation on the country they 
traversed, particularly on its productions, animal 
and vegetable, and on the lakes and rivers with 
which it abounds. This valuable information wag 
transmitted with great care to the city of Mexico, 
and there locked up in the ecclesiastical archives, 
except such portion of it as the archbishop of Mex. 
ico thought proper to communicate to the viceroy. 

In the years 1810 and 11, two friars made an ex- 
cursion up the river Colorado. This noble river 
discharges itself in the Gulf of California, about 
the latitude 32, 40. The bar at its mouth has 6 to 
9 fathoms water on it, and the river may be ascend- 
ed with a line of battle ship at least one hundred 
miles. The friars followed the course of this river 
nearly six hundred and fifty miles; they found the 
current gentle, with scarcely any impediments to 
its navigation by large vessels nearly the whole dis- 
tance. Several fine streams emptied into the Colo- 
rado, but they did not explore their sources. They 
state the principal source of the Colorado, to be in 
the Rocky or Snowy Mountains, between latitude 
40 and 41. The description they give of the coun- 
try through which the Colorado flows, would in- 
duce the reader to believe that it is the finest re- 
gion in the Mexican empire. They represent the 
banks of the river as being, in many places, one 
hundred feet above its surface; that the whole 
country is a forest ef majestic trees, and that they 
had never seen such exuberant vegetation. When 
they came to the ridge of mountains where the Co- 
lorado has its source, they proceeded a few miles 
on the eastern declivity of the ridge, and, to their 
astonishment, found several streams pursuing a 
course nearly opposite to these, on the western 
side of ‘the ridge. I presume, from the descrip- 
tions of the friars, that the streams which thus ex- 
cited their surprise, were the head waters of the 
Arkansas, La Platte, and some others of our great 
rivers, which have their sources in those regions. 

The friars spent several days on the eastern side 
of the ridge—they passed over six distinct rivers, 





all of which, they say, were of considerable depth 
‘and width—they met several roving bands of Ino 















SS ww ra = -- 


th 
Ae 





NILES’ REGISTER--MARCU 10, i821-NORTH WEST COAST. 2 





Se 





dians, who treated them with kindness, and con- 
ducted them, bya short rout, on their return, over 
the ridge to the river Colorado. The distance be-| 
tween the sources of the respective rivers on each 
side of the ridge, they represent as very trifling, 
not exceeding 22 or 25 leagues. They represent 
the ridge as full of deep ravines, and have no doubt 
that it would be easy to open a water communica- 
tion by canals, between the rivers before mention- 
ed. They gave a glowing description of the beau- 
ty of the country, comparing it to the hills and 
vales of Andalusia and Grenada! They dwell par- 
ticularly on the mildness of the climate, and re- 
commended the immediate establishment there of 
two missionaries. . 

The original intention of the two friars, was to 
return to Monterey by descending the Colorado, 
but learning from the Indians that, at a short dis. 
tance to the west, there were two other rivers as 
large as the Colorado, they determined on explor- 
ing the country, and accordingly, after travelling 
two days, they came to a spacious lake, which they 
described to be about forty leagues in circumfter- 
ence; from this lake issued two fine rivers. They 
descended what they considered the largest stream, 
whose general course was about W.N. W. After 
descending about fifty leagues, they represented | 
the river to be deep, and in many places, a mile in 
width. They continued their rout until the river 
discharged itself on the coast of California, at about 
the Jatitude 43 30. They state the bar at the mouth 
of the river to have on at least twenty feet water. 
They procured a large canoe from the Indians, and 
went leisurely along the coast until they reached 
Monterey. Oj their route, they discovered seve- 
ral fine harbors and deep bays, which they describe 
as far superior tothe port of Monterey. It is pos- 
sible, some portion of the remarks of these friars 
may not be correct, but of the fidelity of their ge- 
neral statements, I have no doubt, particularly as 
to the important fact of their having descended a 
river which disembogues on the California coast, 
at the latitude before mentioned. 

One of these friars, in the year 1812, was sent 
from Monterey to Mexico, with despatches to the 
archbishop. On his route from San Blas to the 
city of Mexico, he was intercepted by a party of 
revolutionists, and was sent, with his papers, to the 
head quarters of the patriots. It was a copy of 
those papers that was put into my hands. 

By the treaty recently made between the United 
States and Spain, the southern limits of our repub- 
lic, on the Pacific ocean, will be found some where 
between the latitude 41 and 42 N. The first ob- 
ject whith, I presume, will occupy the attention 
of our government, will be, to send an exploring 
party by land, conducted by able officers, to ex- 
amine the tract of country from the head waters 
of the Red River.and the Arkansas, to the coast of 
California, and if it should be found that a river, as 
before described, bas its source, and discharges it- 
self within our territory, it requires no gift of pro- 
phecy to predict that this section of our country 
will become highly important. 

During the time that an-expedition by land is 
occupied in topographical investigations, could not 
one or more ships of our navy be dispatched ona 
voyage of discovery, and in the first instance, to 
survey accurately the range of coast from our south- 
ern to our northern boundary. After occomplish- 
ing this essential object, they may proceed along 
the North West Coast to the extremities of our 
continent, pass over to the Asiatic coast, and thence 





#ehape their course for the Indian Archipelago, car-i Britain had used on several occasigns, viz: that the 


rying our star-spangled banner among a people 
with whom the civilized world has scarcely yet had 
any intercourse.—These Indian Islands offer an 
immense field for American enterprize. They con- 
tain dpwards of fifteen millions of inhabitants, and 
cover a space of near five millions of square miles, 

Great Britain, and the other European nations, 
are just beginning to traffic with them; our citizens 
will soon be among them. 

If the United States select a proper scite fora 
town, on the Pacific ocean, any where between the 
latitudes 42 and 49, it would speedily become a 
great commercial emporium. It is not merely that 
the advantages of the fur trade would be there im- 
mediately concentered, but a traffic would be open- 
ed with Asia, with Japan, the Phillippine Isles, and 
with the whole Indian Archipelago. The climate 
on the Pacific coast, within the before mentioned 
latitudes, is much milder than the parallel} latitudes 
on the Atlantic, and of course, offers a delightful 
residence for man; and if the fertility of the soil 
corresponds with the statements we have received, 
there is no part of our republic where European 
emigrants would be more likely to settle than in 
the country lying between the Pacific Ocean and 
the head waters of Arkansas and Red River, A 
chain of military posts, from the two last rivers to 
our town on the Pacific Ocean, would not only 
give us the command of the Indian fur trade in 
those regions, but would openan internal commu- 
nication, the importance of which would be every 
day augmenting. The inhabitants of New Mexico 
would speedily awake from the torpor in which 
they have been so long, and would flock to our 
posts and to our establishments on the Pacific Ocean 
for purposes of traffic. A thousand objects of com- 
merce, of which neither the merchant or manufac- 
turer at present contethplate, would arise, in pro- 
portion as those regions hecame settled by a civi- 
lized people, under a liberal government. This is 
a subject fruitful of important reflections. But my 
object inthis memoir, is merely to excite attention 
to the matter. I shall merely draw outlines, and 
leave to the reader to ferm his own conclusions. 

Exclusive of the preceding suggestions, there 
are other considerations of no ordinary character, 
which appear to me to urge the policy and neces- 
sity of our government fixing on a place on the 
Pacific Ocean, for a commercial and military post. 

It would afford our merchant vessels and our na- 
vy, shelter and security, the want of which has al- 
ready been seriously felt by our citiz>ns, whose en- 
terprize has led them to the Pacific Ocean. 

It would cause our flag to be respected over re- 
gions where, ere long, we may have to act a con- 
spicuous part. 

The government of Russia has already planted 
her standard to the north and to the south of our 
acknowledged territories on the Pacific Ocean.— 
The imperial eagle is displayed on the fort at Nor- 
folk Sound, in lat, 57--a fortification, mounting 100 
pieces of heavy cannon, is there erected. About 
the lat. 38 degrees, 40 minutes, at a place called 
Badogo Point, the Russians have recently formed 
an establisbment. 

‘the government of Spain has not possessed 
means to dispossess the Russians of these estab- 
lishments, but she has, at various times, made 
strong remonstrances to the court of Russia on the 
subject. 

The encroachments of Russia, on the American 
continent at Norfolk Sound, may have been sup- 
ported by the same plausible pretexts which Great 
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country was unoccupied by Spain or any other ci- 
vilized people, and that the right of Spain over all 
the north west coast of America, was merely nomi- 
nal, or very questionable. Without discussing the 
force or fallacy of these arguments, there can be 
no question that the Russian settlement at Bodoga 
Point, is within the universally acknowledged ter- 
ritory of New Spain. 

It is well known, that of late years, the Russian 
cabinet have been anxiously endeavoring to obtain 
trom Spain a cession of territory on the north west 
coast, and indeed, it has been said, that a treaty to 
that effect was actually made, but, for some rea- 
sons not generally known, it has not yet been car- 

ried into effect. 

There is no circumstance which has excited more 
indignation among the Mexican people, than that 
of the Russians having made an establishment at 
Yiadoga Point, and if “the Mexican revolutionists 
had succeeded i in their struggle for independence, 
one of the first acts of the new government would 
kkave been the expulsion of the Rassians from tha 
post. 

Whatever may have been the views of the Rus- 
sian cabinet in making these establishments in 
America, f do not conceive it a point of much con- 
sequence to discuss, because even if those views 
were political, or merely commercial, we have it 
completely in our power to render them abortive, 
by simply forming the establishment before sug- 
g;ested, any where between the latitude 42 and 49. 

The enterprize of our citizens would, in a very 
few years, insure to us the traffic in the fur trade, 
which the Russians have hitherto enjoyed with the 
savages on the N. W. coast. The Russians would 
soon abandon establishments when they ceased to 


be lucrative; and when they beheld the civilized 


population of America spreading along the coasts 
wf the Pacific Ocean, and covering the territories 
between that ocean and the Rocky Mountains, the 
«lreams of Russian ambition (if any were ever in- 
ciulged) on our continent, would soon be dispelled. 

To form an establishment, as before suggested, 
would not, in my humble opinion, be attended 
with any new or extraordinary demands on our trea. 
sury. 

The employment of one or two of our ships of 
war, at present in commission, would cause little 
extra expense for the object. in question. But, 
even admitting that a few hundred thousand dol- 
jars would be expended, of what importance is it, 
when compared to the magnitude of the objects to 
be accomplished? Can our public vessels be bet- 
ter employed than in a survey of our coasts, and 
in voyages of discovery? How many of our gallant 
officers would rejoice at an opportunity of seeing 
opened to their exertions anew path tofame? How 
tnany men of science would cheerfully embark in 

such expeditions? 

Can a portion of our military be better employ- 
ed than in exploring our newly acquired territo- 
ries?’ How many of our brave officers would be 

proud of being appointed on such an expedition? 
How many naturalists and scientific men would 
cheerfully, at their own expensc, accompany such 
an expedition? 

I am perfectly aware that, in these days of re- 
trenchment, any proposition that bears the fea- 
tures of new expenses, will be frowned on by some 
of our rigid economists; but, as the object suggested 
is one in which I humbly conceive the interests of 
our country, commercially and politically, are deep- 
ly involved, I flatter myself, the hints I have thus 
eursorily thrown out, will attract the consideration | 


of our government and our citizens, and have 
their due weight at the present, or at some future 
period. 
Very respectfully, 
WILLIAM DAVIS ROBINSON. 
To the hon. Joun H. Earon, 





THE NORTH-WEST COAST. 

Doubts are entertained, by intelligent citizens, 
with whom we have conversed, of the policy and 
propriety of a disclosure, at this time, of the advan- 
tages which may probably result to the U. States 
from the possession of an extent of coast on the 
Pacific. We were not aware, at the time of pub- 
lishing Mr. Robinson’s Memoir, that the subject 
had been brought before the government several 
years ago, and that it had so far met with a favora- 
ble consideration, that the two frigates, Guerriere 
and Java, to be placed under the command of com- 
medore Porter, were selected to explore the north 
western quarter of our country. Nor were we in 
formed, as we now are, that Mr. R. had had access 
to the documents which had produced this deter- 
mination, one of which, in justice to the. officer 
with whom the plan originated, is subjoined. This 
memoir was never intended for publication, and, 
although he may, as regards himself, feel the ne- 
cessity, nothing but the circumstances above allud- 
ed to, could convince him of the propriety of now 
making it public. If there be any credit due, be 
it to whom it may belong. The plan, as proposed 
= commodore Porter, has been acted on as far as 

the public interest would seem to require. 
Wasuineron, Oct. 31, 1815. 

Sir: —Prompted by the desire of serving my 
country, and of using every eflort for her honor 
and glory, unaided by the counsel or by the counte- 
nance of those high in authority, I come forward, 
a solitary individual, to suggest a plan of equal im- 
portance to any that has been undertaken by any 
nation, at any period, for enlarging the bounds of 
science, adding to the knowledge of men, and to 
the fame of the nation. But, without further pre- 
face, I propose to you to undertake a voyage of 
discovery to the north and south Pacific Oceans. 

It may, at first view, appear strange, that at this 
late period, a voyage should be proposed, with a 
view to new discoveries; but let it be rememberéd, 
that so late as 1805, Russia fitted out two ships with 
this object in view, which expedition attracted the 
attention of the whole world—atlorded important 
results—and the voyage of G. H. Von Langsdorff 
must be read with interest by all. Every nation 
has successively contributed in this way but us; we 
have profitted by their labors; we have made no ef- 
forts of our own. Even the Dutch and Portuguese 
have shown a degree of enterprize, which has not 
been equalled by us, and when their sovereigns 
and nations shall otherwise have been forgotten, 
the voyages of their navigators will immortalize 
them. ‘To the voyages of Juiros, Mendana, and 
others, the Spanish nation owes its chief fame; and 
the voyages of Cook, Anson, Vancouver, &c. are 
the greatest boasts of England. The loss of La 
Perouse has proved to the world, how much they 
were interested in his fate, and the measures adopt- 
ed by France, relating to him, during a period of 
anarchy, serve to show the pride and feeling of the 
nation. All nations, for La Perouse, envy France, 
and:all mankind deplore him. He had much to do 
—did much—and left much undone. Ships were 
sent in search of him, and of other objects, and fail- 
ed from various causes, Of the objects pomted out 





him for investigation, many are still left far 
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others to investigate; and many interesting points thas never passed. Let men of science be employ- 


in geography -and science, still remain undeter- 
mined. 

The most important features of Cook’s voyages 
are descriptions of islands, and people which had 


‘been long before visited by the Spaniards and oth- 


ers—and, although that navigator has immortalized 
himself, his nation, and every man of the expedi- 
tion, he has given us no new discoveries. The 
same may be said of Vancouver—yet the voyages 
of both will be read with interest, and »/ill undoubt- 
edly be of great utility to those which follow them. 
Minute as they may appear, there are yet great ex- 
tents of ocean that have never been traversed by 
ships, and innumerable islands, of which we have 
only traditionary accounts. There are nations on 
this globe not known to civilized man, or, if known, 
known but imperfectly. 

We, sir, are a great and rising nation. We have 
higher objects in view than the mere description 
of an island, which has been seen by others—the 
mere ascertaining the trade that may be carried on 
with a tribe of Indians. We possess a country, 
whose shores are washed by the Atlantic and the 
Pacific—a country on which the sun shines the 
greater part of his round—a country on which all 
the world have turned their eyes—and a country in 
which even monarchs have sought a refuge—of 
whose extent, resources and inhabitants, we are 
ourselves ignorant. We border on Russia, on Ja- 
pan, on China—our trade is now of sufficient im- 


portance there to attract the attention, and excite | 


the cupidity of an enemy. We border on islands 

which bear the same relation to the north-west 

coast, as those of the West Indies bear to the At- 

jantic states: islands, the chief of which are friend- 

ly in the utmost degree to our traders, without any 4 
knowledge of the nation to which they belong.— 

Other nations have there been represented by their 

ships, our’s never. Others have contributed to 

meliorate their situation, and to introduce civiliza- 
tion amongst them, we have profited by their phi- 

Janthropy, without having made any return—we 
have reaped all the advantages of the labors of 
others, and gratitude and duty now call loudly on 
us to add to their store. 

The important trade of Japan has been shut 
against every nation except the Dutch, who, by the 
most abject and servile means, secured a monopo- 
jy. Other nations have made repeated attempts at 
an intercourse with that country, but, from a jea- 
lousy in the government, and from other causes, 
(among which may be named a want of manly dig- 
nity on the part of the negociators), they have all 
failed. Great changes have since taken place in 
the world—changes which may have affected even 
Japan; the time may be favorable, and it would be 
a glory, beyond that acquired by any other nation, 
for us, a nation of only forty years Standing, to beat 
down their rooted prejudices—secure to ourselves 
a valuable trade, and make that people known to 
the world. 

The same views may be had in regard to China, 
and if no results should be obtained, superior to 
those produced by the mission of lord Macartney, 
we shal} have an opportunity, by a display of our 
ships, to raise ourselves in the estimation of a peo- 
ple who know us now only as merchants. 

Various other objects could be effected in this 
voyage. My views are general: the whole world 
ts embracedinthem. Let us visit those parts that 
have been perfectly explored; search out those of 
which we have only traditionary accounts, and tra- 


4 


ed by the differeut societies of America, to accom- 
pany the expedition, and suffer no means to be left 
untried by which we may profit. 

Every thing now favors the object. The world 
is at peace. We have come honorably out of two 
naval wars: we have ships which require little or 
no additional expense—officers who will soon re- 
quire employ, and who would be greatly benefitted 
by the experience; men of talents, in every. part of 
the United States, who would take pride in placing 
their nation on an eminence with others. 

An expedition, connected with the one by sea, 
might also be undertaken by land to the Pacific, 
and pursuing a course different from that followed 
by others. Onarriving at the Pacific, they might 
be Janded farther north or south, and return. 

Washington might be made a first meridian for 
the United States, and the longitude of the disco- 
veries made, calculated therefrom. Nations, under- 
taking similar expeditions, have invariably thought 
it necessary to ask passports from others for the 
ships. It would be well, perhaps, to consider whe- 
ther the United States are not now in a state to un- 
dertake this voyage, without the aid of such pass- 
ports. | 

With the highest respect, Ihave the honor to be 
your very obedient servant, 

D. PORTER. 
His excellency James Manison, 
President of the United States. 


CONGRESS. 
SENATE. 

March 2. The following bills, from the house 
of representatives, were severally read a third 
time und passed, and those amended, returned for 
concurrence:-in the amendments, viz: 

The bill further to regulate the entry of mer- 
chandise imported into the U. States from any ad- 
jacent territory, with the amendments: The bill to 
extend the time for issuing and locating military 
land warrants to officers and soldiers of the revo- 
lutionary army. 

The senate took up, in committee of the whole, 
Mr. Morril in the chair, the bill to provide for the 
due execution of the laws of the union, in the state 
of Missouri; and having, after some discussion, fil- 
led the blank therein (with $1200, as the salary 
of the judge of the district), the bill was ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 3 

The bill making appropriations for the support 
of government for the year 1821, was considered 
in committee of the whole, Mr. Holmes of Maine, in 
the chair, was amended, (not materially), passed 
and returned to the other house for concurrence 
in the amendments. 

The bill to release French ships and vessels en- 
tering the ports ofthe U. States, prior to the 30th 
day of June, 1820, from the operation of the act 
entitled “an act to impose a new tonnage duty on 
French ships and vessels,” was taken up. 

The amendiment offered to the bill yesterday by 
Mr. Kinz, of N. Y. to authorize the president of 
the United States, in case of the signature of any 
treaty or convention with the French govern- 
ment, on the subject of trade and navigation, to 
suspend, by proclamation, until the end of the next 
session of congress, the operation of the act of last 
session of congress, imposing a new tonnage duty 
on French vessels, and to suspend, in like manner, 











verse those parts of the ocean over which a ship | 


all other duties on French vessels or goods—was 
agreed to, 
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The bill was then ordered to a third reading, as 
amended, and was subsequently passed and return- 
ed to the other house for concurrence in the said 
amendment. 

The bill to authorize the president of the United 
States to'‘take possession of East and West Florida, 
and to establish a temporary government therein, 
passed through a committee of the whole, was or- 
dered to be engrossed, was afterwards read a third 
time, passed, and sent to the other house for con- 
currence, 

The following bills were also severally consider- 
edin committee of the whole, were subsequently en- 
grossed and passed, and sent to the house of repre- 
sentatives for concurrence, Viz: 

The bill supplemental to the act authorizing the 
laying out and marking a road from Wheeling, on 
the Ohio, to the Mississippi. [The bill directs that 
the road shall be so run as to touch the seats of 
government of Ohio, Indiana and Illinois. ] 

The bill to amend the act supplementary to the 
act of 1799, to regulate the collection of duties on 
imports and tonnage. 

March 3. The business before the senate having 
been nearly completed-- 

Mr. Barbour, of Virginia, submitted to the senate, 
through the secretary thereof, the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the thanks of the senate be pre- 
sented to John Gaillard, for the impartial, able and 
dignified manner in which he has discharged the 
duties of president of the senate during the present 
session.* , 

The question being put by the secretary, the re- 
solution was agreed to unanimously; when 

The president rose and addressed the senate as 
follows: 

~- Gentlemen—In the approbation of my conduct as 
presiding officer, expressed by this honorable body 
—by those with whom Ihave been so long and so 
happily associated—for many of whom 1 entertain 
a warm and personal attachment, and for all a sin- 
cere respect and esteem —I have received an ample 
and gratifying reward for the solicitude I have felt 
to merit their favorable opinion. If various and 
repeated acts of kindness; if an indulgent and lbe- 
ral support in the discharge of my official duties, 
present claims on gratitude—then am I largely and 
truly your debtor; and the more especially so, when 
it may be emphatically added, that, whatever of 
public consideration I may enjoy, if indeed I pos- 
sess any, has been derived more, much more, from 
the confidence and favor you have bestowed on 
me, than from any merit of my own. Under such 
strong obligations, which will ever be recollected 
and acknowledged with pride and pleasure, | now 
tender to you, gentlemen, collectively, as well as 
individually, my gratefulthanks; wishing youa safe 
and happy return to your homes and families and 
the enjoyment of health, happiness and prosperity. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, March 1. The speaker laid before 
the house a letter from the secretary of the trea- 
sury, transmitting sundry statements in relation to 
the mint of the United States; which was read and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

The speaker laid before the house the following 
message, yesterday received from the president of 
the U. States, by the hands of his secretary, viz: 


—— 





*It may be here proper to mention, that the vice 
president of the United States, who is, ex officio, 
president of the senate, hasinot attended during the 
session, on account of severs indispesition. 


Lo the senate and house of representatives of the Unit" 
ed States: 

I herewith transmit to congress certain extracts, 
and a copy of letters, received by the secretary of 
State from the marshal of the United States for the 
eastern district of Virginia, in relation to the exe- 
cution of the act of 14th March, 1820, to provide 
for taking the fourth census, together with the gn- 
swers returned to that marshal by the secretary of 
state. As the time within which the assistants of 
the marshals can legally make their returns expired 
on the first Monday of the present month, it would 
appear by the information from the marshal at Rich- 
mond, that the completion of the fourth census, as 
it respects the eastern district of Virginia, will have 
been defeated, not only as it regards the period 
contemplated by law, but during the whole of the 
current year, unless congress, to whom the case is 
submitted, should, by anact of the present session, 
allow further time for making the returns in ques- 
tion. 

As connected with this subject, it is also submit- 
ted for the consideration of congress, how far the 
marshals ought to be liable to the payment of past- 
age on the conveyance of the papers, concerning 
the census and manufactures, by the mail. In one. 
instance, it has already been ascertained that this 
item of contingent expense will amount to nearly 
a moiety of the compeusation of the marshal for 
the whole of his services. if the marshals are ta 
be relieved from this charge, provision will be ne. 
cessary by law, either for the admission of it in 
their accounts, or the refunding of it by the re- 
spective postmasters, 


JAMES MONROE. 


February 28, 1821. 
* The message and documents were referred to 
the committee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Butler, of Lou. from the committee on pri- 
vate land claims, to whom had been referred the 
bill from the senate confirming the title of the mar- 
quis de Maison Rouge to a tract of three square 
leagues of land in Louisiana, reported the same 
without amendment; and the bill was committed ta 
a committee of the whole house. [We are request- 
ed to state that this bill was examined deliberately 
in the committee on private land claims, and that 
the committee was unanimous, as many as were 
present, in favor of the bill.— Vaz. Int.] 

Mr. Phelps, from a select committee, delivered 
in the following report: 

The select committee to whom was referred the 
investigation of the affairs of the pest office de- 
partment, according to order, have had the same 
under examination, and beg leave to submit to the 
house the following report, in part: That, immedi. 
ately after their appointment, they commenced a 
performance of their duties, and believed it would 
be in their power to effect an extensive investiga. 
tion. They began an enquiry into several import- 
ant subjects, which the state of health of several 
members of the committee compelled them to 
abandon. They have recently devoted their atten- 
tion entirely to such enquirics as offered a fair, 
prospect of termination during the present session 
of congress, 

When it is recollected that the transactions of 
this department embrace a period of many years, 
jand extend to almost every part of our country, it 
| will be obvious that obstacles would occur in the 

investigation of them, which could be surmounted 
jonly by an expensive and protracted enquiry. 
| The committee never entertained a belief that, 





| during the present session of congress, they shoukt 
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be able to review, in a manner satisfactory to them- 
selves, or the house, the quarterly receipts and 
expenditures of this department. This service the 
law requires of the accounting officers of the go- 
vernment, when the proper vouchers are exhibited 
by the postmaster general, and which, by law, he 
is bound to render quarterly. 

The following subjects have been investigated 
by the committee: 

1, ‘he expenditure of public money by the de- 
partment, for transporting the mail from Washing- 
ton city to Fredericksburg, in the years 1814, 1815 
and 1816, 

‘2, Whether duplicates of all contracts made by 
this department, and gl! proposals respecting them, 
have been lodged with the comptroller of the trea- 
sury or not. , 

3. Whether the postmaster general has, once in 
three months, rendered to the secretary of the 
treasury,:a quarterly account of all receipts and 
expenditures of the department or not. oo 

4. Whether the postmaster general has paid into 
the treasury of the United States the balances due 
from him, asthe law requires, or not. 

5, Whether the public money was not loaned to 
Benjamin Tallmadge and John G, Jackson. 

6. Whether the postmaster general, in his annual 
reports to congress, of the contracts made by his 
department, has reported them conformably with 
law, or not. 

7. Wiether he has annually reported to congress 
all contracts made by his department, or not. 

The evidence, in relation to these several sub- 
jects of enquiry, consists of the original applica- 
tions to transport the mail from Washington city 
to Fredericksburg, during the years 1814, 1815 and 
1816, a copy from the original list of bids, as fur- 
nished by the postmaster general, and oflicial do- 
cuments. 

The evidence, in connection with the several 
heads, is referred to numerically. 

In referrence to the first head of enquiry, the 
committee find that, in the month of September, 
1813, a contract was made by the department with 
four persons, believed to be entirety responsible 
for transporting the mail from Washington city to 
Fredericksburg, during the years 1814, 1815 and 
1816, for the sum of $3,300 per annum, amounting 
in the whole to the sum of $9,900; a part of which 
contract was afterwards transferred to another per- 
son. No farther contract, embracing the same route 
and period, have been discovered in the list of the 
contracts, duplicates of which have been returned 
to the comptroller of the treasury, or been furnish- 
ed to the committee by the post office department; 
but it appears that a sum, considerably larger than 
that stipulated by the above contract, has been paid 
for the service in question, on behalf of the United 
States. The reason assigned for this additional ex- 
penditure by the postmaster general, is, the oc- 
currence of a change in the mode of transporting 
the mail, alleged to have been rendered necessa- 
ry by the war, and to have been adopted in obe- 
dience to the direction of a superior authority. 
The sum paid under this variation of arrangement, 
for the three yearsabove mentioned, appears from 
the returns of the treasury to have been $31,551 52, 
of which amount $16,150 81, were paid for the 
year1816. These entries are alleged by the post- 
master general to furnish an erroneous exhibit of 
the real expenditure, resulting from the manner of 
making up the returns to the treasury, in which 
various sums paid to the same person, though fo? 
different services, are comprehended in the same 
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entry. Thus, from the account in detail on the 
books of the post office department, the whole sum 
paid for the transportation of the mail from Wash- 
ington to Fredericksburg, for the year 1816, ap- 
pears to be $8,915 45, instead of $16,150 81, as 
shew by the returns to the treasury. The com. 
mittee have no time or opportunity to obtain tes. 
timony in rclation to the facts connected with the 
subject. ‘hey submit the documentary evidence 
they have coilected, numbered from 1 to 11, the 
letter of the postmaster general to the committee, 
and two extracts, marked A and B, from the books 
of the post office department, verified by the chief 
clerk of that department. 

{n relation to the second head of enquiry, the 
committee find that duplicates of all contracts, and 
proposals respecting them, have not been lodged 
with the comptroller, as is required by law. Do- 
cuments No. 12 and 15, and letter of the postmaster 
general. ; 

In relation to the third head of enquiry, it appears 
that the postmaster general has not rendered his 
accounts to the treasury department for settlement, 
to a later period than the 31st day of March, 1819. 
Reference to documents No. 14 and 15, and the 
explanation on this subject offered by the letter of 
the postmaster general. 

In relation to the fourth head of enquiry, it ap- 
pears that the balance due from the post office 
department to the department of the treasury, 
amounted, on the Ist day of January, 1819, to the 
sum of $655,491 99, which includes all money 
then on hand, and debts due to the post office de- 
partment; the amount of which the committee have 
no documents to ascertain. Reference to documents 
No. 16, 17, and the letter of the postmaster gene. 
ral, accompanying his report of debtors to his de- 
partment 

In reference to the fifth head of enquiry, no evi- 
dence has been obtained by the committee. It 
will be found embraced, however, by the explana- 
tion contained in the letter of the postmaster gene. 
ral, which, on this point, was satisfactory to the 
committee. 

{n relation to the sixth head of enquiry, the com- 
mittee, by adverting to several annual reports of" 
contracts, made to congress by the postmaster ge- 
veral, fird that the dates and duration of those con- 
tracts are not reported, which the law, in express 
terms, requires. As these refforts are to be found 
in the clerk’s office, the committee considered it 
to be unnecessary to swell their report with them. 


In relation to the seventh head of enquiry, the 
committee find that the postmaster general has not 
made a report to congress of the contracts made 
by his department in the year 1818, until after the 
commencement of the present investigation. See 
document No. 18, and letter of the postmaster ge- 
neral to the committee. 








The committee have contented themselves with 
submitting the above brief statement of the objects 
to which their enquiries have been directed, to- 
gether with the connected evidence and explana. 
tions for the information of the house, without SUp" 
gesting any resolution or act for its adoption. 

The report was, with the documents accompany- 
ing the same, referred toa committee of the whole 
and ordered to be printed. 

After disposing of the bankrupt bill, by laying 
it on the table, as noticed in our last— 

The bill from the senate to extend thie time for 
unlading vessels arriving from foreign ports in cer- 
tain gases, was read twice and ordered te be read 
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a third time to-day, and was accordingly read the 
third time and passed. 

The house then resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole, Mr. Edwards, of Con. inthe chair, on 
the bill making appropriations for the military es- 
tablishment for the year 1821. 

Considerable debate took place on the item of 
appropriation for fortifications. Mr. Smith, of Md. 
moved, by instruction of the committee of ways 
and means, to fill the blank for that object with 
172,000 dollars. Mr. Newton moved to fill the 
blank with 300,000 dollars. 

After a debate of more than three hours—- 

The question was taken on Mr. Newton’s motion, 
and there were, 

For the motion 
Against it 
» A quorum not having voted— 

The committee rose and reported the fact. The 
speaker, having counted the house, announced that 
there was not a quorum present: and 

The house adjourned, after a session of nearly 

ten hours. 
_ Itisa strong evicence of the exhaustion of the 
physical powers of the members of congress by 
the contracted sittings of the present session, that 
the house of representatives was obliged to ter- 
minate its sitting last evening by an adjournment, 
because a quorum was not present.—.Vat. Int. 

Friday, March 2. Mr. Nelson, from the com- 
mittee of foreign affairs, to whom was referred the 
senate’s bill providing for the adjudication of 
claims under the Spanish treaty, reported the same 
without amendment; and it was referred to the 
committee of the whole, to whom had been refer- 
red the bill of this house on the same subject. 

The house then proceeded to the consideration 
of the following resolution, which was yesterday 
submitted by Mr. Little: 

Resolved, ‘That the president of the U. S. be re- 
quested to lay before this house, at the next ses- 
sion of congress, a system of révenue that shall 
meet all the expenses of the government, without 
the aid ofloans, and suggest such reductions, which, 
in his opinion, are least prejudicial to the public 
interest, as willbring the expenditures within the 
actual receipts ofthe treasury. 

Mr. F’. Johnson, of Ky. after debate, moved to 
lay it on the table, and the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. .Vallary, after adverting to a late decision of 
the attorney general under the pension law, offer- 
ed the following joint resolution for consideration: 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives 
of the United States of Americain congress assembled, 
That the secretary of war be, and he hereby is, au- 
thorized to restore to the pension lists any person 
who may have been, or shall be, stricken from the 
pension list, on the evidence ofsuch person’s sche- 
dule, agreeable to the act of the Ist of May, 1820, 
in addition to the pension law of 1818, whenever 
the secretary of war shall be satisfied, by other or 
additional evidence, that such person is in such re- 
duced circumstances as to come within the proyi- 
sions of the aforesaid acts. 

Laid on the table. 

The amendmert of the senate to the bill to 
amend the act of the last session laying an extra 
tonnage duty, was taken up. [This amendment 
gives a power to the president of the United States 
to suspend the operation of the aet of the last ses- 
sion, ON a satisfactory arrangement being made, 
during the recess, by the president. ] 

The amendment of the senate was then agreed 
to, without opposition. 
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The amendment of the senate to the general ap- 
propriation bill, was agreed to. {This bill is final- 
ly passed. ] 

The bill from the senate for giving further time 
for taking the third census, was read twice and at- 
terwards read a third time and passed. 

The bill from the senate, concerning the road- 
now laying out from Wheeling to the Mississippi, 
was read and ordered to a second reading. [Laid 
on the table.] 

The bill from the senate to provide for the due 
execution of the laws of the United States within 
the state of Missouri, was read the first and second 
time. The bill was referred to a committee ofthe 
whole. 

The bill from the senate to provide for the oc- 
cupation of Florida and for the establishment of a 
temporary government therein, was twice read 
and referred to the committee of foreign relations. 

The house then again resolved itself into a com- 
mittée of the whole on the state of the union, on 
the military appropriation bill. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time. 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of the treasury, transmitting a state- 
ment ofthe amounts paid to weighers, gaugers, &c. 
which was ordered to lie on the table and be print- 
ed. 

And the house adjourned at half past six o’clock, 
after a session of seven and an half hours. 

Tt ought to have been stated if our last, the re- 
post of the select committee, in the house of re- 
presentatives, on the award in the case of col. 
James Johnson’s contracts, concludes with the fol- 
lowing resolution: : 

Resolved, That the attorney general of the Unit- 
ed States be directed to use all legal means in his 
power to set aside the award made between the 
United States and col. James Johnson—and also to 
use the legal means to recover for the United 
States whatever may be due from said col. James 
Johnson. 

The report lies on the table. 


Saturday, March 3.—The speaker laid before the 
house the following letter from Mr. Wirt and Mr. 
Jones: 

Wasurtneton, Murch 2, 1821. 

Strn—We have the pleasure of informing you 
that, in the case of Anderson vs. Dunn, (with the 
defence of which we had the honor to be charged 
in behalf of the house of representatives), the su- 
preme court has fully affirmed the power of the 
house, sui juris, to vindicate its own privileges 
against every attack of violence or fraud, necessa- 
rily tending to control the freedom or taint the 
purity of legislative deliberation. 

The interest, so justly manifested by the house, 
in the issue of this important question, has induced 
us to communicate, without delay, the determina- 
tion of the court, in order that it may be known to 
the house before its approaching separation. 

We have the honor to be, with the highest ree 
spect, sir, your obedient servants, 

WM. WIRT, 
W. JONES. 
To the speaker of the house of representatives. 


Mr. Storrs, from the committee on expenditures 
in the department of state, delivered in the follow- 
ing report: 

The committee on expenditures in the qepart- 


;ment of state, report— 















‘amend the act, entitled «An act, supplementary to 


ment; and the question being on ordering it to be 


‘proper information on the subject: one fact, how- 
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That they have atténded to the duties imposed 
on them by order of the house, as far as the busi- 
ness of the house woiild possibly permit, since the | 
committee was appointed, and that they find the 
accounts and expenditures of the said department 
to be correct. 

That they have also, conformably to the order of 
the house, enquired into the facts relating to the 
employment of an agent on behalf of the United 
States, under the 6th and 7th articles of the treaty 
of Ghent, and find, that Mr. Joseph Delafield was 
employed during the past year, as a secretary, for 
the performance of the duties which would have 
been required of an agent, under the said articles. 
They find, however, that the employment of Mr. 
Delafield, or some person in that capacity, was in- 
dispensable to the interests of the United States; 
that the compensation allowed to Mr. Delafield was 
much less than the salary of an agent; and that the 
allowance of such compensation is not, in their opi- 
nion, improper or unreasonable. “The committee 
respectfully refer the house, for the particular 
facts relating thereto, to the message from the ex- 
ecutive department on that subject. 

The report was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Smith, from the committee of ways and 
means, to whom was referred the senate’s bill to 


‘An act, entitled an act to regulate the collection 
of duties on imports and tonnage, passed the second 
day of March, one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-nine,” reported the same without amend- 


read a third time—Mr. Baldwin, regarding it as 
conflicting with the salutary provisions of the ap- 
praisement law, expressed his hope that it would 
not pass. Mr. Silsbee supported the bill at some 
length, as being important to the importing mer- 
chants. Mr. Baldwin replied, and stated, that the 
lateness of the session would prevent the obtaining 


ever, he knew from the best authority, viz: that an 
association had been formed in England, to throw 
goods into this country at an under valuation, and 
that their names had been communicated to the 
treasury, and by the treasury to the custom-house 
officers. Mr. B. concluded by moving that the bill 
tie on the table; which motion was agreed to. 





The house had a recess for an hour and a hail, 
and met again at 5 o’clock. 

in the evening, Mr. Phelps, from the committee 
appointed to investigate the concerns of the gene- 
ral post-office, made a further report, which shall 
be published. 

Some time before the adjournment— 

Mr. Clay rose and addressed the house to the 
following effect: 

[ rise to submit a motion, which, if it should con- 
ciliate the general concurrence of this house, I 
shall be extremely glad. The present session was 
commenced under very unpleasant auspices. In 
the appointment of a presiding officer of the house, 
the first manifestation was made of that unfortunate 
division of opinion which has been the peculiar 
characteristic of the session. The storm has hap- 
pily subsided; and we have the great satisfaction to 
behold the ship of our confederacy unimpaired by 
its rage; cher hull, her rigging, and her patriotic 
crew, completely fit for a long and glorious voyage, 
under the star-spangled banner which proudly 
floats aloft. 


} 
The moral of that agitating drama, of which, for 





— 


theatre, is that, whilst our federal union j 4 
bly fitted to accomplish all the naGongh gavel 
for which it was intended, there are delicate sub: 
jects, exclusively appertaining to the several states 
which cannot be touched but by them, without the 
greatest hazard to the public tranquility, They 
resemble those secluded apartments in our respec- 
tive domicils, which are dedicated to family privi- 
cy, into which our nearest and best neighbors 
should not enter. Let us terminate the session by 
making that officer the depository of our entire 
reconciliation, whose elections first elicited our 
divisions, and whose situation has been extremely 
arduous and difficult. For my part, I have great 
pleasure in testifying to the assiduity, impartiality 
ability, and promptitude, with which he has ad. 
ministered the duties of the chair, since I was able 
to take my seat. I move the following resolution: 

ftesolved, That the thanks of this house be given 
to the hon. Joun W. Taytor, for the assiduity 
promptitude, and ability, with which he has admi- 
nistered the duties of the chair. , 

Mr. WVelson, of Va. (who was temporarily in the 
chair) having stated the question— 

Mr. hea said, he hoped this resolution would 
obtain an unanimous vote. He had been long a 
member of this house, and he had never seen the 
duties of the chair discharged more satisfactorily 
than by the present speaker. : 

_ Mr. Hardin said, that it was with great satisfac- 
tion he should vote for this resolution, because it 
met his entire approbation. ‘T’o be candid, the 
Speaker had, in the discharge of the duties of the 
chair, far outgone his expectations; and he would 
vote him the thanks proposed with a great deal of 
pleasure. 

‘The question was then taken on agreeing to the 
resalution, and decided in the affirmative, one ne- 
gative voice only being heard. 

Some time after, the Spraxen, having resumed 
the chair, addressed the house as follows: 
Gentlemen of the house of representatives: 

Deeply penetrated with a sense of the kindness 
and liberality, which, in terms and from a source 
the most fiattering, have dictated the recent ex- 
pression of your approbation, i shall ever esteem 
it the highest reward of my public services. If the 
duties of the chair have been discharged in any de- 
gree to your satisfaction, it is attributable chiefly to 
these feelings of generosity, which have covered 
my numerous errors, and which have rendered to 
purity of motive, the deference due to superior 
merit. My inexperience has been compensited by 
your prudent counsels, and by a dignified deport- 
ment, which has seldom required the interposition 
of a presiding officer. 

Entertaining, gentlemen, for every member of 
this house, no other sentiment than respect and 
friendship—endeared to many by recollections of 
united deliberation and efforts, in a period of great 
national embarrassment—and grateful to all for the 
magnanimous support which constantly has been 
afforded me, I shall never cease to rejoice in your 
individual welfare. 

Carry with you, gentlemen, tothe bosom of your 
families and friends, my best wishes for your pros- 
perity, and under the protecting care of a benign 
Providence, may each of you enjoy the continued 
confidence of the wise and good, and largely con- 
tribute to perpetuate the union and glory of our 
common country. 





aP7The following account of the proceedings, 





®ore than two years past, our country has been the, 
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is necessary to a full understanding oi the transac- 
tions of congress— 

The session of congress terminated on Saturday 
night, in good order and in perfect harmony. Both 
houses were adjourned sine die, at a quarter before 
one; but ro business was done after 12 o’clock, 
excepting the mere form of the enrolment and sig. 
mature of some of the bills. 

A list of the acts which were passed during the 
session will be found in the preceding page, believ- 
ed to be complete. [See below.] ‘That list shews 
the results of the session so distinctly, that no re- 
gular account of the business of Saturday is thought 
necessary. An account of some of the most inte- 
resting incidents will be found under the proper 
head, and some are mentioned below. . 

The first in importance, is the fact that the bill 
to establish an uniform system of bankruptcy did 
mot pass. It was pushed, by the irresistible force of 
the Missouri question, too near the verge of the 
session, to be finally acted on, although a disposi- 
tion friendly to it had been manifested. Mr. Ser- 
geant moved to take it up on Saturday last, but the 
house, by 70 votes to 58, refused to consider it. 
Several friends to the bill voted against taking it 
up, on the ground that there was no probability of 
pressing it to a decision on that day, even with the 
aid of the previous question, which, ona bill of this 
description, the house would hardly have sanc- 
tioned. 

The bill to reduce the annual appropriation for 
the gradual increase of the navy from one million 
to half a million, and to extend it from three to six 
vears, became a law. An attempt-was made by Mr. 
Barbour, and failed by one vote only, (67 to 66), to 
Jimit.the appropriation thus reduced, to six years 
instead of three years, with a view to building and 
housing the frames of the vessels, excluding for 
the present any provision for thear equipment. 


The annual military appropriation bill had nearly 
been lost, by a conflict between the two houses on 
the item of appropriation for the expense of for- 
tifications for the current year. The house of re- 

resentatives fixed upon a sum of two hundred 
thousand dollars, specifying the particular objects 
to which it should be applied. The senate struck 
out the whole, and proposed to insert in lieu there- 
of the gross sum of four hundred thousand dollars. 
To this amendment the house of representatives 
disagreed; and aconference was the result, which 
ended, just before 12 o’cluck, in the senate’s reced- 
ing frem that and other amendments to the bill. 


The details of the bill providing for the occupa- 
tion of Florida, and for the settlement of claims 
according to the treaty with Spain, gave rise to 
much debate; but the bill finally became a law. 
The territorialappointments, and the appointments 
of commissioners under the Spanish treaty, may be 
made by the president of the United States in the 
recess of congress; and the act passed at SO late an 
hour on Saturday night that no nominations were 
made under it. : 

The loan bill has become alaw. When it was 
under consideration in the house of representatives, 
a motion was made to strike out four and insert five, 
so as to make the loan fve million five hundred 
thousand dollars, instead of four million five hun- 
dred thousand; but the motion was negatived. In 
the senate the loan was increased to five millions; 
to which, with much reluctance, the house at last 
agreed. 


Gales and Seaton were elected printers to the 


Titles of the acts and resolutions passed and approved 
during the second session of the sixteenth congress, 
and of the treaties ratified during the same congres- 
sional term. . 

An act to alter the terms of the district court in 
Alabama. 

To providefor paying tothe state of Illinois three 
per cent. of the nett proceeds arising from the sale 
of the public lands within the same. 

To amend the act, entitled “An act to alter the 
times of the session of the circuit and district 
courts in the District of Columbia.” . 
Toamend the act, entitled “An act for the relief 
of the legal representatives of the late Henry 
Willis.” 

For the relief of Elias Parks. 

Yo alter the times of holding the district court 
in the district of Mississippi. 

For the relief of Perley Keys and Jason Fair- 
banks. - 
Making a partial appropriation for the military 
service of the United States for the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and twenty-one. 

For the relief of Margaret Perry. 

‘To incorporate the Columbian College, in the 
District of Columbia. 

To extend the time for locating Virginia military 
land warrants, and returning surveys thereon to 
to the general land office. 

To reduce and fix the military peace establish. 
ment of the United States. 

Resolution providing for the admission of the 
state of Missouri into the union on a certain condi- 
tion. 

An act for the relief of the purchasers of public 
‘lands prior to the first day of July, 1820. 

For the relief of John Rodrigues. 

For the relief of Nicholas Jarrott. 

For the relief of James Brady. 

For the relief of Samuel Tucker, late a captain 
in the navy of the United states. 

For the relief of Francis B. Languille. 

‘To establish the district of Peart river. 

Yor the relief of Alexander Milne. 

For.the relief of Lewis H. Guerlain. 

For the relief of Joseph M’Niel. 

Extending the time for issuing and locating mili- 
tary land warrants to officers and soldiers of the 
revolutionary army. 

Authorizing the president of the United States 
to remove the land office in the district of Law- 
rence county, in the territory of Arkansas. 

To alter the the times of holding the district cout 
in the northern district of New-York. 

For the relief of Bartholomew Duverge. 

For the relief of Rosalie P. Deslonde. 

Confirming the location of the seat of govern- 
ment of the state of Illinois, and for other pur- 
poses. 

Further to regulate the entry of merchandise 
imported into the United States from any adjacent 
territory. ‘ 

For the relief of the family of the late Oliver 
Hazard Perry, Esq. 

For the relief of Pierre Denis De La Ronde. 

To release French sbips and vessels, enterin 
the ports of the United States prior to the 30th 
of September, 1820, from the operation of the act, 
entitled «An act to impose a new tonnage duty on 


Making appropriations for tke support of go- 
vernment for tbe year 1821. 
Authorizing the secretary of state to issue a pa- 





next congress, by large majorities, in both houses, 


tent to Thomas Oxley. 


French ships and vessels, and for other purposes.” - 
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Resolution authorizing the president of the U. 
States to cause astronomical observations to be 
made to ascertain the longitude of the capitol in 
the city of Washington, from some known meridian 
in Europe. BF 

An act to revive and continue in force “An act 
fixing the compensations of the secretary of the 
senate and clerk of the house of representatives, 
of the clerks employed in their offices, and of 
the librarian,” approved the 18th day of April, 1828. 

Making appropriations for the public buildings. 

Authorizing the secretary of the treasury of the 
United States to sell and convey acertain tract of 
land in Northumberland county, in the state of Vir- 

inia. 
. To aménd the act, entitled “An act to provide 
for taking the fourth census, or enumeration of 
the inhabitants of the United States, and for other 
purposes.” . 

To alter and establish certain post roads. 

To authorize the clerk of the district court of the 
United States, for the district of Louisiana, to ap- 
point a deputy to aid him in the discharge of the 
duties of his office. 

Resolution providing for jails in certain cases, for 
the safe-custody of persons committed under the 
authority of the United States. 

An act to extend the time for unlading vessels 
arriving from toreigr ports in certain cases. 

For the relief of Jc..n Webster. 

For passing to the credit of Nathaniel Allen 
certain moneys by him disbursed in the public 
service. 


ai 


To authorize the collectors of customs to pay de- ) 


bentures issued on the exportation of loaf sugar 
and spirits distilled from molasses. 

Making appropriations for the support of the 
navy of the United States for the year 1821. 

Yo authorize the president of the United States 
to establish a port of entry in tbe district of San- 
dusky, in the state of Ohio, and for other purposes. 

To authorize the building of light-houses therein 
mentioned, and for other purposes. 

For the relief of Robert Buntin. 

Concerning Thomas Shields and others. 

For the relief of general Robert Swartwout. 

To reglate the location of land warrants, and the 
issuing of patents in certain cases. 

Establishing the salaries of the commissioners 
and agents appointed under the treaty of Ghent. 

To authorize the president of the U, States to 
borrow a sum not exceeding five millions of dollars. 

For the relief of the late Leroy Opie. 

To continue in force an act entitled, “An actre- 
gulating the currency within the U. States of the 
gold coins of Great Britain, France, Portugal, and 
Spain,”’ passed on the 29th day of April, 1816, so 
far asthe same relates to the crowns and five franc 
pieces of France. 

For carrying into execution the treaty between 
the United Statesand Spain, concluded at Wash- 
ington on the 22d February, 1819. 

Making appropriations for the military service 
of the United States forthe year 1821. 

To continue in force for a further time an act 
entitled “An act for establishing trading houses 
with the Indian tribes.” 

To amend an act, entitled¢:An act for regulating 
process in the courts of the U. States.’”’ 

To amend the act entitled “An act for the gra- 
dual increase of the navy of the U. States.” 

To extend the term of Samuel Parker’s patents 
for his improvements in currying and finishing lea- 


TREATIES, 
Treaty of amity, settlement, and limits, between 
the United States of America and his Catholic ma- 
jesty. . 
Treaty with the Wea tribe of Indians. 
Treaty with the Kickapoo tribe of Indians. 
Convention with the Kickapoo tribe of Indians of 
the Vermilion. 
Treaty with the Choctaw nation of Indians, ° 
Treaty with the Creek nation of Indians. 
Treaty with the Chippewa tribe of Indians, 


Foreign Articles. 
“HOLY ALLIANCE.” | 

It is supposed that matters of great moment will 
be discussed at Laybach. Several despots will be 
present, and the ministers of others are to appear. 
The king of Naples has been summoned, and the 
king of Spaininvited. It is not probable that the 
latter will go—if he does, he will lose his kingdom. 

Declaration of the setvereigns at Troppau. 
Hamburzh, Dec. 28. The following isthe decla- 
ration addressed to the governments by the sove- 
reigns at Troppau, relating to the affairs of Naples 
and the affairs connected with them, which piece 
was delivered to the senate of this city by the Aus- 
trian resident minister, baron Hadel. 
‘the overthrow of theorder of thing's in Spain, 
Portugal, and Naples, has necessarily caused the 
cares and the uneasiness of the powers who come. 
bated the revolution, and convinced them of the 
necessity of putting a check on the new calamities 
with which Europe isthreatened. The vrinciples 
which united the great powers of the continent to 
deliver the world from the military despotism ofan 
individual issuing from the revolution, ought to act 
against the revolutionary power which has just de- 
veloped itself.—The sovereigns assembled at Trop- 
pau with this intention, venture to hope that they 
shall attain this object. They will take for their 
guides, in this great enterprize, the treaties which 
restored peace to Europe, and have united its na- 
tions together. 

‘Without doubt the powers have the right to take in 
common, general measures of precaution against those 
states, whose reforms, engendered by rebellion, are ope 


‘| posed to legitimute governments; as example has al- 


ready demonstrated, especially when the spirit of 
rebellion is propagated in the neighboring states 
by secret agents. In consequence, the monarchs 
assembled at Troppau have arranged topether the 
measures required by circumstances, and have 
communicated to the courts of Eondon and Paris 
their intention of attaining the end desired, either 
by mediation or by force. With this view they 
have invited the king of the Two Sicilies to repair 
to Laybach, to appear there as conciliator between 
his misguided people and the states whose tranqui- 
lity is endangered by this state of things; and as 
they have resolved not to recognize any authority 
established by the seditious, it is only with the king 
they can confer. 
“As the system to be followed has no other foun. 
dation than treaties already existing, they have no 
doubt of the assent of the courts of Paris and Lon- 
don. The only object of this system is to gonsoli- 
date the alliance between the sovereigns; it has no 
view to conquests, or to violations of the indepen- 
dence of other powers. Voluntary ameliorations 
in the government will not be impeded. They de- 
sire only to maintain tranquility, and protect Eu- 
rope from the scourge of new revolutions, and to 





ther of all kinds. 


}prevent thém as far as possible.” 
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GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 
Tiondon dates of January 21—received at New-York 
and Norfolk. 

A meeting of freeholders was called by the she- 
riff of Dublin, to vote a loyal address to the king. 
He himself put the question, and declared the ad- 
dress was carried in the same breath, and, because 
his decision was questioned, he declared the meet- 
ing dissolved! But the people were not pleased 
to obey him, and they called lord Cloncurry to the 
chair—at which the sheriff protested, saying he 
would callin military aid to disperse the meeting — 
but lord C, and the rest were not to be frightened. 
The officers of the police were summoned, but 
they refused to act—a part of the 23d regiment 
was then called upon, and the wretched tools hav- 
ing entered the hall, lord C. advised that no resist- 
ance should be made, and the meeting was broken 
up. This affair had caused a great excitement. 

The witnesses against the queen have been di- 
rected to leave the country—so there is an end of 
this matter. 

The ardor of the queen’s friends appears to be 
undiminished, and great industry is used by the 
officers and adherents of the crown to get up loyal 
addresses to her husband. 

Much difficulty is made about inserting the 
queen’s name in the liturgy. She is about to pur- 
chase a palace, and will reside in or near London. 
Upwards of one hundred addresses to her had been 
presented in tendays. Her friends call loudly for 
the exposure and punishment of the pimps employ- 
ed in the Milan commission. 

Prince Leopold is very attentive to his mother-in- 
law. It seems to have been intimated to him that 
his attentions are offensive to his father-in-law, and 
that he must cease to visit one or the other of these 
dear relatives. 

The king is hissed at by the people, and makes 
his excursions with all possible despatch. 

©. B. Bathurst succeeds Mr. Canning as presi- 
dent of the board of controul—the latter refusing 
to act with the present ministers, on account of 
their proceedings regarding the queen. 

The revenue, notwithstanding the new taxes, is 
deficient. 

Rothschild, the great banker, appears to have 
been much embarrassed to meet the payments of 
the loan of 30 millions of florins to Austria—the 
prospect of a war with Naples preventing him from 
making sales. The bank of Vienna has assisted him. 

There have recently been many executions for 
forging, or uttering forged notes, in England. The 
manufacture and sale of them appears to be a re- 
gular business—the price of a one pound note is 
1s, 6d. 

FRANCE. 

It is reported that a treaty is on foot between 
France and England by which the great staple ar- 
ticles of both countries will be reciprocally receiv- 
ed on moderate duties. This is a new ground on 
the part of England— but she will not make it ge- 
neral, | 

The well known Fouche died at Trieste, on the 
26th Dec. 

SPAIN, 

The king has been summoned to attend the foly 
people at Laybach—it is said that the cortesdeter- 
mined on the 9th of January, that he should not go: 
if so, may God prosperthem! ‘Those who resisted 
Napoleon, may teach other sovereignsa useful les- 


son of humility. 


inn 


TWO SICILIES. 

The new minister to the court of London, princé 
Cimilili, has been received by lord Castlereagh 
‘only as a private gentleman.” This shews that 
England is a party to the “holy alliance” of regal 
knaves. : 

AUSTRIA. 

The Austrian armies in Italy are on the best pos- 
sible footing, anid prepared to take the field against 
Naples, immediately on the order of the despots at 
Laybach, if the king cannot appease them! Per- 
haps, théy may retain the old man in a qualified 
captivity. A dreadful fever, we had almost said 
happily, prevails in the Austrian army--16,000 men 
were reported sick, and 1,500 horses have perished 
for want of forage. 

PRUSSTA,. 

The army is put on the war establishment, at the 
moment when the king is again amusing the ped- 
ple with the prospect of a constitution. 

HAYTI. 

Boyer is fitting out an expedition—some think 
it is designed to obtain possession of the Spanish 
part of the island. 

SOUTH AMERICA, 

We have a particular account trom Guayaquil. 
it raised the patriot standard on the appearance 
of the Chlian fleet. It was thought that the neigh- 
boring provinces would follow the example. The 
independence of Quito appears to be amply con- 
firmed. 

Lord Cochrane has captured a Spanish frigate in 
the port of Callao. It is reported that he boarded 
her in boats, and, when hailed, said that they be- 
longed to the U. States frigate Macedonian—and in 
consequence, when a boat really belonging to the 
latter went ashore, the people murderéd most of 
her crew, and that capt. Downes, being at Lima, 
was compelled to apply to the viceroy for an escort 
to conduct him to his ship. We do not believe 
there is any truth in thestory. It was said to have 
been received via Jamaica, by a British vessel from 
Porto Bello—but a person who was in the latter 
place when that British ship sailed and who is now 
in Baltimore, heard nothing of it. 

Our last accounts from Buenos Ayres afford lit- 
tle prospect of a restoration of tranquility—faction 
succeeds faction—150 persons were killed ina late 
affair in that city—the meeting of congress had 
been frustrated, and what is to be the result, can- 
not be calculated. fhe latest date was of Nov. 14 
last. Since the preceding, a letter dated Dec. 5, 
presents itself, and says ~ 

« Peace had been made with the Monte Videans, 
and things seemed to assume a brighter appear- 
ance, when news was received that the Araucanian 
Indians were entering the country. They attacked 
/a town on the borders of Salta, about 70 leagues 
roff, killed every man, and carried off all the women 
and children; they were headed by Carrera, who is 
a natural enemy to the people of this city and San 
Martin, who brutally murdered two of his bro- 
thers. The Indians of the provinces in the south 
east have also destroyed several extensive farming 
towns. 

Paraguay stills keeps itself locked up from all 
internal communication. 

Entre Rios has receded from the union, and has 
declared itself an independent state.” 

The viceroy of Peru is reported to have an army 
| of 45,000 men, and the capture of Lima is not much 
expected, 
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